COURSE SYLLABUS

PHYSICAL SCIENCE  

Instructor: Mr. Morrison, Portable P-24. Contact number at Timber Creek High School: 
321-235-7800, voicemail box (not extension) 2322.                                                                                                     

E-mail address: donald.morrison@ocps.net
Web site address for notes, assignments and other materials: www.mrmorrison.org
Grades and assignments will also be available via Progressbook.ocps.net. Please note that changes might have to be made to this syllabus at the discretion of the instructor, school or district. The most current syllabus will always be posted on my Web site. Students are required to have this syllabus in their notebook at all times. 
Course Description: The course will focus on an integrated approach to, Physics, and Chemistry. We will study the scientific method, matter and its changes, motion and forces, energy, the physical nature and history of the earth, the atmosphere, and space science topics.  Mathematic skills necessary to the understanding of these concepts will also be included in our study.
Textbook: (Holt) Physical Science .  At this point in time, I have a class set so students do not need their textbook in class. They should have them at home to complete homework. 
ONLINE TEXTBOOK – Go to my.hrw.com (do not put www) , username: jdoe1047

 password: h7d8
Supplementary Materials: Handouts to be distributed by instructor.

Student Expectations: It is the student’s responsibility to find out about missed assignments, and complete them as required by school policy.  You may check the Web site (mrmorrison.org), ProgressBook, and the weekly assignment notebook located in the classroom   for assignments. Discipline will be dealt with as per the attached discipline guideline sheet.

Class work and Activities: Classes will work in groups on most lab assignments but EACH student will be required to hand in their own work. All work MUST be done in BLACK, BLUE or DARK PENCIL. NO NEON OR GEL COLORS. USE OF INAPPROPRIATE colors WILL Receive A GRADE OF ZERO. 
 WORK TURNED IN WITHOUT A NAME AND CLASS PERIOD WILL Receive A GRADE OF ZERO. ALL WORK IS TO GO IN THE WORK BOX IN THE CORRECT PERIOD WITH YOUR NAME, DATE, PERIOD AND ASSIGNMENT HEADING. multiple page assignments must be stapled together in correct order. IF WORKSHEETS ARE NOT HANDED OUT STAPLED TOGETHER, DO NOT STAPLE THEM UNLESS INSTRUCTED TO DO SO! MOST ASSIGNMENTS WILL BE DUE AT THE BEGINNING OF EACH CLASS BEFORE THE LATE BELL RINGS. UNREADABLE WORK WILL NOT BE GRADED; PLEASE MAKE YOUR WORK LEGIBLE, DO NOT INCLUDE  EXTRANEOUS DRAWINGS/GRAFFITI/ COMMENTS TO OTHER STUDENTS ON YOUR PAPERS. THEY MAKE THE PAPERS DIFFICULT TO READ AND COULD RESULT IN A LOWER GRADE! MISLABELED WORK WILL RECEIVE NO CREDIT! 
Absences: Absences, tardiness and the resulting make-up work will be dealt with as per school policy. It is the student’s responsibility to find out what was missed if they were absent. They may do this by visiting the Web site, asking another student, or looking in the assignment notebook that I will have in class. If an explanation is needed they may see me before or after school!! Please mark that your work is late because you were absent by putting the word “absent” across the top of the assignment. Absent work must be made up by the district timeline. 
Grading Policy: Students will be graded on class participation, 2 points per class period. There will be a quiz every week, except when there are tests or papers due that week. There will be a journal or FANG writing every week, whether or not there is a test. Graded work will not be individually returned to the student but placed into the Returned Graded Work box for students to collect and put in their notebooks. Grades will not be posted; students must use Progressbook.ocps.net to access their grades. I grade using a total point system, the amount of points earned over the points possible, if you want to know your grade on a particular assignment divide the top number by the bottom number and multiply by 100.   Students that want to discuss their grade or get help may see me before or after school.  Final grading will be based on 40% for each nine weeks and 20% for the semester final. In addition, bonus points will be available. Grading will be based on Orange County standards, as follows:


A
100%-89.5%


B
79.5%-89.4%


C
69.5%-79.4%


D
59.5%-69.4%


F
                     Below 59.5%
ACADEMIC INTERVENTION:

          No grade below a 60% will be accepted from any student (this includes students that fail to do the work at all). Failure to receive at least a 60% on an assignment will require the student to redo the assignment (or an alternative). Students will have their overall grade reduced by the amount of time it takes to redo/make up a missing assignment. Late work will also be reduced  by the same standards. 
            Made up within 1 day = 10% reduction

            Made up within 2 days = 20% reduction

            Made up with a mandatory extended time study hall = 30% reduction

            Made up using an academic intervention referral = 40% reduction
Required Materials:

1) A three ring binder, with at least 3 dividers (can be shared with another class)

2) A small notebook or prong folder with at least 50 sheets of paper 
(for journal and will STAY IN CLASS)

3) A simple calculator 

JOURNAL WRITING

Approximately once every other week, usually on Tuesday’s, students will have a writing assignment to do in their journals, consisting of one half of a page (1/2) on a given topic. The topic of each journal assignment will be given on the board, with the required form or length if different from the normal half of page (1/2). Sometimes the journal assignment might be a chapter summary over the reading. For chapter summaries, one paragraph is required for EACH section in the chapter. The grade for summaries will be 10 points per section. 
For the journal assignments, each student will be required to provide a normal (8 ½ by 11 inch) size notebook or folder. These journals will stay in the classroom at all times. Missed journals are to be made up on the first class the student is next in attendance. Each journal will be worth twenty-five (25) points. Journals that are not done on time, or if the student is not absent, will receive a grade of ZERO!  

If you cannot afford a journal please see me privately or e-mail me and arrangements will be made to get you a journal.

ARTICLE ASSIGNMENTS (FANG)

A graphic organizer was developed by the Timber Creek Literacy Council during the summer of 2004. It was created to be a tool to help students and teachers work together to improve reading achievement. FANG incorporates the use and practice of reading strategies, before, during and after reading. Good readers use several strategies to navigate text. Before reading, the reader asks questions of the text. During reading, strategies include making predictions, visualizing, and making predictions about the text and confirming or refuting those predictions, visualizing, and making connections to the text. Although you might feel that your child is a good reader, even good readers break down when they encounter difficult (or boring) text for which they lack the background knowledge or interest. FANG however, is a tool that allows all students to continue their development as strategic readers no matter their reading or interest level. 

Article assignments are required by all students on an every other week basis (the week you don’t do a journal). The FANG assignment will be due the next class period of each week at the beginning of the class period; LATE FANG assignments will not be accepted!  FANG assignments will be worth a total of twenty (20) points. Article assignments will consist of reading an article that I, the instructor, will provide to you and filling out the FANG categories as follows:
	Questions to Guide my Reading

Based on the title or any graphics, what you think the article is about.

2 points
	Word Collection

Find 3 words in the story (ones you don’t know if possible) and explain what they mean based on how they are used in the article.

3 points (one per word)

	During Reading

This could be several things BUT FOR MY CLASS - Visualize- draw a picture that tells you what the article was about.

2 points
	Author’s Purpose

For my class I want the authors point of view – how do you think they feel about what they are writing about.

2 points

	Main Idea/Thesis

2 different sections!!

1) In Author’s words - this needs to be a direct quote (word for word, full sentence) from the article.

2) In My Words –State in your words (NOT a quote) what you think the main idea of the story is.

2 points each (4 points total)
	Supporting Evidence

List 3 unique and different facts (facts are quotes) from the story that supports your main idea sentence(s).

3 points (one point per fact)

	Synthesis (after Reading)

For my class I want a conclusion. What did you think about the article?

2 points
	One Sentence Summary

A simple one-sentence summary that can tell someone what the article is all about.

2 points


FANG Format (20 points total) a blank of this form is located on my Web site
You must use this eight square box format to receive full credit. 
Basic Weekly schedule (may be changed at any time)

Monday – 

Notes, review

Tuesday –

FANG, Journals, Reading and/or bookwork 

Wednesday – 
FANG/ Journals Due, Lab pre-discussion
Thursday – 
Lab/Class Activity (possible quiz before lab)

Friday – 

Week wrap-up, Quiz, Question box, notes (if needed) 

There is no free time in my classroom. If you finish an assignment early you may work on materials for another class, or read, I have some assorted magazines in the classroom, or your own appropriate reading material. DO NOT SLEEP, PUT YOUR HEAD DOWN OR DISRUPT OTHER STUDENTS STILL TRYING TO FINISH THEIR WORK, THIS WILL RESULT IN A DETENTION!

NOTEBOOKS

Students are required to take notes as part of this class and keep them neatly in a binder.  ESOL students may take notes in their native language but are also required to have them in English. Notes must be HANDWRITTEN and not typed or printed off the Internet, or Xeroxed. These are your notes you may use any color ink or marker you choose. Your notes can be summarized from the notes I give you, they can be verbatim, Cornell style or your own shorthand but I must be able to recognize the subject when I look at them. Graded assignments and handouts are also required to be kept in the notebook. The notebook should be divided into 3 sections, Notes, Labs, and Assignments and all work should be kept in the appropriate section in chronological order (from oldest to most recent). The notebook will be graded at least every nine weeks and will be worth 50 points. The Instructor may also check the notebook at any time.
LAB ACTIVITIES

Students will be required to do labs in this class, usually twice a week. If a student misses a lab they need to make up the lab as soon as possible. Because all science teachers share equipment it might not be possible to make up the actual lab that was missed. In this case an alternative assignment will be given that covers the same material. Please understand that most alternative assignments will require essay assignments. These students will still be required to know the material covered by the labs.
Lab Safety

At all times, while you are working in the Physical Science laboratory, you will use good laboratory safety practices following these safety precautions:

1. I will never play with lab equipment or materials including the chemical shower.

2. I will follow instructions and wait until I am told to begin before starting any experiment.

3. I will never eat, drink or chew gum in the lab.

4. I will wash my hands after every experiment.

5. I will keep my work area clear of books and backpacks and I will keep my work area clean.

6. I will never use broken or cracked glassware.

7. I will report all injuries or accidents to the Instructor.

8. I will wear appropriate clothing during lab. I will tie long hair back, tuck in shirts, and wear sensible shoes (no sandals).

9. I will wear all safety equipment when instructed to do so.

10. I will never yell, scream, or run during lab.

Failure to follow these safety rules could result in not being allowed to participate in laboratory activities and/or other disciplinary action. 

Science Skills:


The purpose of all Science classes at Timber Creek High School is to ensure that all students acquire the following science skills:

1.
Measuring



8.
Equations (with variables other than x)
      a.    Units, conversions, equipment
9.
Unit cancellation (cross multiplying)
2.
Graphing




10.
Statistics
3.
Observation skills

           11.
Validity of scientific research
4.
Scientific process


12.
Surface to volume ratios
5.
Proper use of scientific equipment
13.
Concentrations and dilutions


6.
Technical writing (lab write-ups)
14.
Scientific notation
7.
Greek and Latin word parts

15.
Improved reading comprehension
Physical Science curriculum
The chapters for each unit that we will be covering have been provided and the reading should be done before we reach the topic. Class time will not be provided for assigned reading, it is expected to be done as homework. Pop quizzes or class assignments may be given based on the assigned reading without prior notification. 

First Quarter:  August 22 – October 27, 2011
Weeks 1-3  Standard 12, Chapters 1 & 10
· Scientific Method

· Metric System

· Motion and displacement

· Speed and velocity

· Acceleration

Weeks 4-6  Standard 12, Chapter 11
· Newton’s Laws

· Gravity

Weeks 7-9  Standard 10, Chapter 13
· Forms of energy

· Temperature versus heat

· Radiation, conduction, convection

· Specific heat

· Boiling point, freezing point 


Second Quarter:  October 31 – January 19, 2012

Weeks 1-3  Standard 10, Chapter 12
· Work versus power

· Conservation of energy

Weeks 4-6  Standard 10, Chapter 16 
· Electromagnetism

· Conductors, semi-conductors

· Voltage, resistance, power

· Insulators

Weeks 7-8  Standards 10 & 12, Chapters 14 & 15
· Waves

· Electromagnetic spectrum

· Sound

· Light

Week 9  Review & Enrichment
Third Quarter:  January 23 – March 22, 2012

Weeks 1-3  Standards 8 & 17, Chapter 2 (2.2 & 2.3)
· States of matter

· Physical & chemical changes

· Physical and chemical properties

Weeks 4-5 Standard 8, Chapter 4 (4.1 & 4.2)
· Structure of the Atom

· Current Atomic Theory/Model

Weeks 6-8   Standards 8 & 17, Chapter 4 & 6 (4.3, 4.4, 6.3)

· Organization of the Periodic Table

· Properties of atoms

· Interpreting formulas

Week 9  Review & Enrichment

Fourth Quarter:  April 2 – June 7, 2012
Weeks 1-3  Standard 8, Lessons 6.2, 7.1, 8.1

· Types of reactions

· Acids and bases;  pH

· Water as a solvent

Weeks 4-6  Standards 10 & 12, Lessons 3.3, 13.3, 6.4

· Endothermic and exothermic reactions

· Rates of chemical reactions

· Kinetic Molecular Theory

· Behavior of Gases

Weeks 7-8  Standard 10, Chapter 9
· Radioactive decay

· Fission and fusion

· Nuclear energy and safety concerns

Week 9  Review & Enrichment
Dear High School Family:

I will be your child's Physical Science Instructor this year. I have the responsibility to ensure that each student receives the excellent educational climate that they deserve. To facilitate the learning process I have a responsibility to be accessible to both the student and the parent. In this handout, I have included my e-mail address and work voice mailbox. I also believe that students have certain responsibilities to enhance their learning. Below are items of responsibility that students have in my classroom.
Student Responsibilities for Mr. Morrison’s Classroom:
1.
When the bell rings, be in their assigned seat, ready to work. Those not in their seat, will be counted as tardy. (School policy).

2.
Be prepared for class with textbook, paper, and something to write with (black or blue pens or pencil only, no gel colors). On Tuesdays they must also have their books!
3.
Insubordination or rudeness will not be tolerated toward the Instructor or other students. Respect other students privacy, if I am talking to another student do not interrupt, if you have something pertinent to contribute you may talk to me after I am finished with the student in question. 
4. Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. This includes cheating on tests, quizzes and exams. It also includes copying of homework/worksheets. The only work that should be completed by “working together” is work that has been specifically assigned as group work. Violation of this rule results in a zero for the assignment for ALL students involved in the action.

5.
All school and Orange County School Board rules will be consistently enforced at all times, this includes, but is not limited to, TCHS Wolf Etiquette. This means no music players (iPOD, mp3, PSP, etc.). There are to be no headphones or ear buds in or around ears IN THE CLASSROOM! No playing cards or dice are allowed in the classroom.  NO PHONES ALLOWED IN CLASSROOMS - PERIOD!
The consequences of a student not fulfilling their responsibilities are as follows:

1st time student is irresponsible:     Verbal warning

     2nd time student is irresponsible:   Action Plan with required parent signature

3rd time student is irresponsible:    60-minute  BackPac detention, and

                                                        parent’s signature on detention form

    4th time student is irresponsible:    Parents called, student referred to administration

If a student is severely disruptive, the office will be notified to remove the student.
In order for this plan to have the greatest effect, I will need your support. Please discuss this plan with your child, sign it and have your child sign it and return the back page to me.  Please have your child keep the rest of the packet for reference.

Thank you for your cooperation in this matter. If you have any questions about your student’s progress, please feel free to e-mail me (donald.morrison@ocps.net), or call me at (321) 235-7800 and leave a message in my voice mailbox, # 2322, and I will return your phone call as soon as possible (please be sure to indicate who your child is, I can not return non local calls.
Sincerely,
Mr. Morrison, Ed.S.
Page intentionally left blank
Please complete the following Quiz and return to Mr. Morrison

Lab Safety Quiz

1. When should you play with lab equipment or materials including the chemical shower?

A. Never
B. When you decide to
C. When a friend tells you to

2. When should you follow instructions and wait until you are told to begin before starting any experiment?

A. Always
B. When you decide to
C. When a friend tells you to

3. When should you eat, drink, or chew gum in the lab?

A. Never
B. When you decide to
C. When a friend tells you to

4. When should you wash your hands after an experiment?

A. Always
B. When you decide to
C. When a friend tells you to

5. When should you keep your work area clear of books and backpacks, and keep your work area clean?

A. Always
B. When you decide to
C. When a friend tells you to

6. When should you use broken or cracked glassware?

A. Never
B. When you decide to
C. When a friend tells you to

7. When should you report all injuries or accidents to the Instructor?

A. Always
B. When you decide to
C. When a friend tells you to

8. When should you tie back long hair, tuck in shirts and wear sensible shoes during a lab?

A. Always
B. When you decide to
C. When a friend tells you to

9. When should you wear all safety equipment when instructed to do so?

A. Always
B. When you decide to
C. When a friend tells you to

10. When should you yell, scream, or run during a lab?

A. Never
B. When you decide to
C. When a friend tells you to

11. When should you keep all lab specimens in their correct container and not harass other students with the specimens or parts of specimens?

A. Always
B. When you decide to
C. When a friend tells you to

THIS PAGE IS TO BE RETURNED TO MR. MORRISON

PLEASE RETURN BY September 9, 2011
To more effectively contact you about your child’s progress, I would also like to ask you for a phone number and e-mail address (I do prefer e-mail as an avenue of contact, you do not have to be home, nor do I need to be in the office, I also try and send out a weekly newsletter about upcoming assignments via e-mail) if possible where I may reach you. Please list any specific hours that these numbers are valid for.

______________________       

 _____________________@____________      
Parent Name 




E-mail Address

__________________________


____________________________

Home / Cell Phone / Best time    


 Work Phone / Best time
 Students tend to learn better doing hands-on activities which enhance the learning process. These activities can become quite expensive over the course of the school year. In order to offset the high cost of doing laboratory activities, Timber Creek High School is requesting a ten-dollar ($10) Lab donation from each student. This donation is completely voluntary and no punishment or reward will be given to students based on the lab donation. Donations can be made in cash or check payable to Timber Creek High School. Receipts will be given.

I have looked over the classroom packet and have made sure that my child understands it.   I will encourage them to follow classroom packet instructions and also any additional instructions, both written and verbal, provided to them by the Instructor and/or school district.  Please inform me of any medical conditions that your child has that could affect their participation in lab activities, (e.g., asthma, allergic reactions, etc.) Thank you.

_______________________

  ________________      _____________________

Parent / Guardian Signature                      Date

                  Medical Condition(s)

As the student, by signing this form, I agree that I have received a classroom packet including a syllabus, journal instructions, and discipline guidelines sheet.  I understand I will be held accountable for all matters and assignments discussed in this packet without further warning. I have also completed the safety quiz on the other side of this form. I further understand that if I fail to follow the safety agreement, that I will not be allowed to participate in the laboratory exercises and will receive an alternate written assignment to complete and possible disciplinary action. 

___________________         
 _______________       

  ________

Student Printed Name     
     
Student Signature         

    Period

___________________@___________                    

Student e-mail (for weekly newsletter)

